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STUDY ABROAD COURSE

The director of the Study Abroad Office talks about a
new course that could meet the requirements of a senior seminar.
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FAMILY INFLUENCES

Morris Woods opens up about how his mother’s hard
work helped him fulfill his dreams on Eastern’s basketball team.
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New hire Professor commutes 120 miles
to boost Wilson drives from Troy to Charleston each week
numbers
By Chacour Koop
Special Projects Reporter

By Stephanie Markham
Administration Editor
Eastern’s administrative office welcomed a new face in August, and his
main goal is to raise admissions by 10
percent.
The search for
an assistant vice
president for integrative marketing and communications
ended last sumPATRICK EARLY
mer with the
hiring of Patrick Early.
“We are starting to look at what
we’re doing overall, being more aggressive in media relations and having
a marketing analytic system in place,”
he said.
Early said he deals with media relations, acts as a spokesperson and looks
to increase the visibility of the university.
“Right now, we are doing a significant switch from outbound-marketing to inbound-marketing, where we
are attracting prospective students to
the university through our content and
engaging them that way,” Early said.
President Bill Perry said he created
the new administrative position based
on suggestions from the Noel-Levitz
enrollment management consultants.
“What we found in our Noel-Levitz
consult about recruiting was that our
structure needed to adapt to the way
that we have to communicate in terms
of recruiting students,” he said.
Early said he searches for cost-effective ways to reach prospective students in various media-markets. This
includes the use of software that tracks
the web activity of students who have
signed up for an EIU portal.
“We are using a web-based package to help track the effectiveness of
what we’re doing,” he said. “Google
has changed its algorithm; it changes them on a regular basis, and they’re
measuring much more closely whether
you are providing useful information.”
Early said he coordinates with the
enrollment management committees,
and is in the process of creating a marketing advisory committee.
Early said he enjoys the spontaneity
of his career.
“No one day is alike; that’s one of
the things I’ve always liked about the
profession,” he said. “I don’t think I
could ever count a day that I could really say I was bored through my whole
career.”
Stephanie Markham can be reached
at 581-2812 or samarkham@eiu.edu.

Mike Wilson planned to leave wife in 1986, and sold it in 2000.
Eastern, earn his doctorate from
One month later, shortly afthe University of Kentucky where ter turning 40, Wilson learned the
he had been accepted and contin- news.
ue his life somewhere new in 1983.
On Feb. 7, 2000, he was diagBut as the business professor nosed with colon cancer — the
will sometimes say, “You just don’t same form that killed an aunt years
know.”
before.
Wilson is still teaching at EastHe would have surgery three
ern 30 years later and drives two weeks later, but first, he needed
hours from Troy — leaving behind to tell his students that he did not
his wife, Nancy, and two adopted know when he would be back to
daughters for four days at a time.
teach.
He is not alone when it comes to
He used that class to teach a lesthe commute.
son different than numbers and
A records request filed with statistics.
Eastern’s Freedom of Information
“You never know what you’re goAct officer showed more than 30 ing to be dealt. You could have one
faculty members are just like Wil- thing today and it totally change
son and have residences more than tomorrow,” Wilson told the class.
100 miles from campus. That num- “You’ve got to really focus on the
ber is likely low because many far- positive of everything. You just
commutdon’t know.”
ing faculWilson
ty only rewas back to
port local “You never know what you’re t e a c h i n g a t
addresses
Eastern just
going to be dealt.”
to the unifive weeks afMike Wilson, business professor ter surgery.
versity.
David
“I had to
McGrady,
get back in
a colleague
the classof Wilroom,” Wilson’s, said
son said.
many individuals make accom- “Just to get back on with the rest
modations because their spouses of your life.”
have positions in other areas of the
And Wilson did get back to his
country.
life when he adopted his daughters,
“Because you are in a smaller Emily and Erin, in 2002 and 2004,
community, there’s not going to be respectively.
the same job opportunities for sigHe Skypes with them and his
nificant others,” McGrady said.
wife during the week when he is
That is a part of why Wilson not preparing for classes or advislives 120 miles from Eastern.
ing the business fraternity, Delta
Wilson’s wife, whom he met at Sigma Pi.
Eastern while completing his masJesse Green, a senior finance mater’s degree, used to work at East- jor, is the fraternity’s president.
ern and later the University of IlliHe said he hardly notices that
nois at Urbana-Champaign.
Wilson lives two hours away.
Three years ago, she had a differ“He’s always really accessible,”
ent calling.
Green said. “He was one of the reaShe entered Eden Theologi - sons I got really involved with this
cal Seminary in St. Louis to be- university.”
come a United Methodist pastor —
In May, Wilson’s wife will gradprompting a move for the Wilson uate from seminary and will be
family from Champaign to the St. placed at a church, and it could be
Louis area.
anywhere.
Wilson kept teaching at Eastern.
Wilson said that will be a cross“That’s a difficult sacrifice to roads in terms of making a decimake to be here on campus,” Mc- sion about his future at Eastern.
Grady said. “I think there’s a lot of The man who could have left Eastpeople that feel very connected to ern 30 years ago could now retire
this university, and he exemplifies at any time.
that.”
“I just enjoy it so much,” Wilson
Back in 1983, the death of his said. “We’ll just see what happens.”
aunt kept Wilson at Eastern so he
Chacour Koop can
could care for his uncle.
be reached at 581-2812
He also started a local business,
or cmkoop@eiu.edu
County Office Products, with his
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Council approves support of grant fund
By Amanda Wilkinson
City Editor

Mostly Sunny
High: 37°
Low: 26°

Mostly Sunny
High: 36°
Low: 23°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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The Charleston City Council voted to support a grant that could give the city about
$400,000 in funds to help fix up citizens’
homes.
The Community Development Assistance
Program is a grant program that assists communities by giving money to fund economic assistance projects to low-income households.
City Planner Steve Pamperin said the grant
would go towards housing rehabilitation for
Charleston citizens.
Kristy Dawson, the housing rehabilitation coordinator for the Coles County Regional Planning and Development Commission, said at the
public hearing the state of Illinois is allocating
about $5 million in CDAP funds to local governments throughout the state.
She said through the application process,
Charleston would like to apply for a total of
$367,000 for repairing homes of local homeowners.
Dawson said the grant would fund many different types of repairs to the homes.
“The range of activities include but are not
limited to roofing, electrical, plumbing, siding,
windows, doors, insulation and addressing code
and safety violations,” she said.
Dawson said while repairs are made, no homeowners will be displaced.
She said there are eight homes they will be
able to repair if they received the grant.
“We would like to repair one home in need
of minor repairs, four homes in need of moderate repairs and three homes in need of major repairs,” Dawson said.
She said each home will receive a range from
$31,000 to $45,000 in funds for repairs depending on the severity.
Dawson said in each home, almost $5,000
will be spent on energy-efficient goods for the
homes.

AMANDA WILKINSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Kristy Dawson, the housing rehabilitation coordinator for the Coles County Regional Planning
and Development Commission, spoke at the public hearing before a Charleston City Council
meeting to discuss a grant application that could give the city about $400,000 to repair local
homes.

She said if they do not spend all the funds
they receive on the eight homes, they will try to
spend the funds on another home in need.
To receive grant funds for repairing their
homes, citizens must meet five qualifications.
“The way that it works is you have to be income eligible, you have to own your home, you
have to live in your home, you have to have your
property taxes paid, you have to have homeowner’s insurance at the time we do rehabilitation on
the home,” Dawson said.
She said repairing a home becomes a priority
when the homeowner has a large family, is elderly or has low income.
Dawson said while they are planning on repairing eight homes, there are 57 people still on

the waiting list.
She said the commission will not learn if they
received funds until September.
The council also voted and approved the
authorization of street closure for the 2013
Charleston Mid-Winter Classic Foot Race.
The public hearing to consider the annexation of the new Sun Elite Athletic Club facilities
at 1101 Loxa Rd. was canceled.
Mayor John Inyart said the petition for annexation was withdrawn, but they are still
building.
Amanda Wilkinson can
be reached at 581-2812
or akwilkinson@eiu.edu.

C AMPUS | COMPE TITION

Students can show off skills at show
By Bob Galuski
Entertainment Editor
Magic, music and many other talents will fill
the stage in the 7th Street Underground Wednesday as Eastern students stand up to showcase their
individual talents.
University Board members will be putting on
“EIU’s Got Talent,” an event that will give students
the opportunity to let other students see the skills
or talents they might have.
Based on the television show “America’s Got
Talent,” the event will take place at 7 p.m. and
consist of students competing against each other
with their various talents.

Danny Turano, the University Board chair, said
there has not been an event like this in the two
years since he started at the University Board.
He also said the idea for the event came about
when the University Board members were trying
to figure out new ideas for Eastern.
“We wanted to bring fresh ideas for students to
participate in, and we came up with the idea for a
talent competition,” Turano said.
Either judges or an audience vote will judge
those participating in the event on their performances, Turano said, although the judges have not
been finalized.
The first-place winner will be able to have a
15-minute set on one of the University Board’s

Mainstage events sometime in February, Turano
said.
He also said by letting the first place winner
have a 15-minute set, it would allow their talent
to be seen by a larger audience than just at “EIU’s
Got Talent.”
Bob Galuski can
be reached at 581-2812
or rggaluski@eiu.edu.
For the in-depth version
of this article go to:

dailyeasternnews.com
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Tutor Time

DOMINIC BAIMA | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Matthew Lopez, 8, works on math homework with his math tutor Maggie Polacek, a senior early childhood education major, Tuesday at the Newman Catholic Center during their afterschool program. The program runs Monday through Thursday from 4 to 5 p.m. and has been running for 20 years. There are 26 kids who come from multiple grade levels in the Charleston Community. The program tutors kids, gives them healthy snacks and encourages positive ideas and concepts.

C AMPUS | UNIVERSIT Y BOARD

Event series starts with complications
Conflicting times
given for UB event
By Bob Galuski
Entertainment Editor
Miscommunication from University Board members led to students not knowing the exact start
time of the event “A Day In Series”
Tuesday.
Danny Turano, the University Board chair, said for the article “Students to explore cultures of
world” the beginning time for the
event would be 7 p.m.
University Board members also

posted to their Twitter page that
the time for the “A Day In Series”
would go from 7 to 9 p.m.
However, the event went from 6
to 7 p.m. in Pemberton Hall.
Darius Francis, the coordinator for the event, said he was aware
of the miscommunication, but
said the correct time was printed
on posters, in various buildings on
Eastern’s campus.
Francis, the cultural arts chair for
the University Board, also said they
would try and correct the miscommunication for their next “A Day
In Series” event.
He said he had always intended for the event to only be an hour
long.

“I wanted to make it short and
sweet,” Francis said.
However, students who were informed of the correct time for the
event were able to make “papel picado,” a Mexican art crafted out of
tissue paper and woven together.
“Everybody was able to sit and
make these, and after it was over I
asked if I could keep them,” Francis said.
Francis said he intends to laminate the artwork and display them
around campus.
In total, there were 12 students
present at Pemberton for the event.
Mexican music was also playing
while the students worked on their
art, Francis said.

Students who were at the event
had the opportunity to snack on
chips, salsa and guacamole, Francis said.
He also said the next installment
in the “A Day In Series” would be
called “A Day In Africa.”
The next event will also take
place in Pemberton, but the start
time has not been decided on yet.
“It’ll either be at 6 p.m. or 7
p.m.,” Francis said.
He said the idea came about
when he was trying to figure out
how to expose students to more
culture.
“I think students find it interesting to see how other people live, especially when they’re different from

their own,” Francis said.
The location of Pemberton Hall
for the event, Francis said, was an
ideal location for the events.
“I wasn’t expecting a hundred
people,” he said. “So this worked
out well.”
On dealing with the miscommunication, Francis said students
should always consult the posters
that would be hanging around campus.
“I help design the posters and I
work with the people who put out
each poster, so whatever time is on
there is correct,” he said.
Bob Galuski can be reached
at 581-2812 or rggaluski@eiu.edu.

ONLINE|BLOGS
Check out Elizabeth
Edwards’s blog on how
rape victims are never asking for it. Go to
purplefeminists.wordpress.com.

ON CAMPUS
TODAY
Using Panther Recruiting PLUS+
to Find Internships
Time | Noon-1 p.m., 4 to 5 p.m.
Location | 1301 Human Services
More info | 581-2412

COMMENTS, CORRECTIONS, OR
EVENTS
To report any errors, local events
or general suggestions for future
editions please contact our Editorin-Chief, Rachel Rodgers, via:
Phone | 581-2812,
Email | DENeic@gmail.com
Office visit | 1811 Buzzard Hall.
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DRAWN FROM THE EASEL

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Public school security is top issue
Mia Tapella makes two good points as she addresses the tragic events of criminal shooters who
really do not care if schools are "gun-free zones"
(“Gun control debate has more than two sides”,
Jan. 9).
She does well to express disdain for the "cage
match" over more so-called "gun control."
The real issue is how we are to provide security in public schools. The immediate necessities
to train and arm school personnel are worthwhile
even if insufficient in addressing the other issue of
the mental health of dangerous people who continue to roam freely, lacking the treatment they
need.
Steve Forbes, a one-time Republican aspirant
to the White House, calls today's mental health
commitment " An American Disgrace."
As our population has increased, we have drastically reduced our capacity to treat the mentally
ill. By now we have about 3.5 million people with
unmet needs in treatment for mental illness.
Politicians will spend huge sums of tax funds
to buy votes, leaving real needs begging for help.
I guess we never did expect to see Tapella at the
Tea Party, but that's okay. We understand.
Leonidas Miller, Mattoon

DOMINIC RENZE T TI | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time
on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be published
in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not
libelous or potentially harmful. They must be less
than 250 words.
Letters to the editor can be brought in with
identification to The DEN or to the DENopinions@
gmail.com.

“LET’S GIVE THEM
SOMETHING TO TALK
ABOUT”
How do you think Eastern could
boost its enrollment?

To submit your opinion on this today’s topic, bring it in with identification to the DEN
at 1811 Buzzard Hall or submit it electronically from the author’s EIU email address to
DENopinions@gmail.com by 4 p.m. today or
reply to us on social media.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

P

Today is the day to start getting
involved

antherpalooza: it happens every
up levels of that RSO or organization.
OUR POSITION
semester, yet you may just brush it
Who knows? One day you could even hold an
• Situation: Pantherpalooza is today From 4-8
off or think you’ll get to it later.
executive position.
p.m.
Maybe you’re too busy at the time or think
And juniors and seniors, don’t think Panther• Stance: Pantherpalooza is a great place to
it’s too late to get involved.
palooza is just for the underclassman. It’s never too
find a group or club to get involved in.
Whatever your reasons were in the past, this
late to get involved and make new connections.
time it’s time to cut the excuses and get yourJust think about it -- won’t it look worse on a résuself out to the Martin Luther King Jr. University Ballroom today from 4 to
mé to never have done anything at all.
8 p.m. and finally get involved in some way, shape or form.
Most of all, though, joining an organization or getting involved isn’t just
According to an article published in Monday’s paper, Jenna Mitchell, the about building your résumé. Sure, it doesn’t hurt at all, but being a part of
student vice president for student affairs, said approximately 101 registered
something is also about meeting new people, developing friendships and -student organizations are scheduled to show, with more than 200 on camalert: cheesy statement ahead -- being the best person you can possibly be.
pus.
Whether it’s a community service, student government, academic clubs,
Surprised that our school has so many? Don’t be. It may be intimidating, fraternities, sororities, or, hey, even your daily newspaper (wink, wink), it
but force yourself to check out at least one or two and see what you like.
doesn’t matter.
This is your opportunity to look past all those fliers that crowd the bulleYou’ll have a better chance of leaving this place with not only something
tin boards and actually get to meet the leaders of the groups. Not only will
to show for it, but relationships and skills that will last much longer.
this make it easy, but they’re there because they want to talk to you. See? No
Isn’t that what college is all about anyway?
need to be scared.
Eastern might be a smaller school, but it can always be used to your
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of
advantage. Not only does this mean you’ll be more than just another face in
The Daily Eastern News.
the crowd, but you will also have the chance to advance quickly into higher

Congress creates new issues in financial crisis
If an organization takes in less money than it
spends, then the organization must go into debt,
or cease to function. Let’s say that organization
is the U.S. government.
According to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, our unemployment rate still hovers a little under eight percent, which isn’t great
despite improvement.
Everyone has felt the stress of an aching
economy, including the button-pushers at
the top, and Republicans and Democrats
have different ideas about how to solve our
government’s budgetary problems.
Democrats want to raise taxes on the
wealthy; Republicans want to cut federal
benefits for the poor. Got it. So what’s this
nonsense about hitting debt ceilings, forging
magic coins and diving over fiscal cliffs?
First of all, enough with the video game
imagery—all of these things are self-inflicted
on our government by our government, and
are in essence totally imaginary. Congress decides where when and how much money it’s
going to spend, and by what date it’s going
to have to have made all these decisions, so
take the CNN panic with a big grain of salt

Mia Tapella
from now on. The deadlines are negotiable.
Second, having a debt ceiling and taking a
vote on that debt ceiling is kind of arbitrary.
Congress votes on the amount of money it
needs to borrow, and then whether or not to
let itself borrow it.
If I’m not mistaken, this is a waste of
time.
Somehow, in an astounding act of democratic process, Congress has reached a budget
agreement, avoiding a very dramatic swan
dive off the very nonexistent “fiscal cliff ”
(the deadline of which was self-imposed and
then moved as necessary).
Now enter the congressional Republicans,
to make the whole process an even bigger
waste of time. They’re really biffed about not

getting all of their proposed spending cuts
legally, so they’re holding our economy hostage until the President does what they want.
According to Paul Krugman for The New York
Times: “This is exactly like someone walking
into a crowded room, announcing that he has a
bomb strapped to his chest, and threatening to
set that bomb off unless his demands are met.”
If the Republicans refuse to raise the debt
ceiling and let our government borrow the money it needs to keep functioning, it will be detrimental to our already weakened economy in
a number of ways, including failing to pay our
soldiers and veterans.
Congressional Republicans are attempting
to sacrifice all of us to benefit the continued tax
benefits for the wealthiest Americans, but President Obama isn’t biting. We may have to forge
a magic coin to keep from hitting the ceiling,
but the President announced Monday that there
would be no ransom paid for not pushing us
over the cliff. Game Over, Congress.
Mia Tapella is a senior English and political
science major. She can be reached at 581-2812
or denopinions@gmail.com
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SENIOR SEMINAR | NE W OPTION

Eastern to offer study abroad course in Fall
By Stephanie Markham
Administration Editor

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Study Abroad Director Wendy Williamson met with different university
governing bodies within the last year to make a study abroad course an
alternate option for a senior seminar.

Students now have the option to
combine their study abroad experience with a one-credit capstone
course as an alternative to completing a senior seminar.
Wendy Williamson, the director
of study abroad, brought this proposal to the Council on Academic
Affairs three times before a revised
version was approved during a Nov.8
meeting.
“As we were developing the proposal, the suggestions came from everywhere because I utilized the CAA,
but I also utilized faculty who were
involved in international programs,”
she said.
Study Abroad credit combined
with STA 4000 Study Abroad Capstone is now listed as an option
alongside the senior seminar requirement in the undergraduate catalog.
Williamson said the proposal was
created to encourage students to
choose a study abroad course that
would best contribute to their academic goals.
“A lot of students that were going
abroad seemed to be more interested in taking study abroad programs
that offered senior seminar, and not
all programs did,” she said. “So they
would choose a program based on
that and not necessarily based on
their needs.”
Senior seminar classes are formatted to assess the four university learn-

ing goals: writing, speaking, critical
thinking and global citizenship.
“It’s been the only assessment tool
on this campus for decades I believe, and so to have something else
come in as parallel to that was a hard
sell and difficult for some people to
grasp,” Williamson said.
She said the capstone course
would provide an integrative learning experience.
“We’re talking about integration
from the very beginning — not just
choosing a study abroad program because their friend is going there and
they wanted to tag along or because
its warm in Australia during certain
months, but to actually make a very
conscious and logical decision,” she
said.
Williamson said students would
be more in tune to their study abroad
experience if they were required to
reflect through intensive writing and
speaking when they return.
Students who have been to regions such as Europe, South America
and China can bring that knowledge
back to a classroom setting at Eastern
and can really share their experiences
with others, Williamson said.
Williamson said between 1 and
2 percent of students in the United States study abroad, and reflecting adequately on the experience can
assist students looking for employment.
“Having chosen that study abroad
experience very consciously and being able to market that appropriate-

ly is big; we live in a global economy
now,” she said.
Kelly Holland, the study abroad
coordinator, said a capstone course
would act as the final step in students’ study abroad experience.
She said there is a pre-departure
phase of the experience including an
orientation of logistics and culture
differences.
“Returning home has proven to
be one of the hardest things about
studying abroad,” Holland said.
“When they come home, they find
that Charleston hasn’t changed, and
they try to articulate how their experience has affected them.”
Sara Boro, a graduate assistant in
the College of Student Affairs, said it
would be beneficial for students to be
able to share their experiences with
others.
“STA 4000 will help them see
from a new perspective,” she said.
Boro said she first studied abroad
in Ecuador as a freshman and participated in two other programs as an
undergraduate.
“Now, as a second-year graduate student, I can still look back to
spring of 2008, and I remember
more than I took from senior seminar,” she said.
The capstone course will be available in the Fall 2013 semester.
Stephanie Markham can
be reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.

STANDARD L ABEL | DESCRIPTIVE

RHA to continue planning Kids and Friends Weekend
By Samantha McDaniel
Student Governance Editor
The Resident Hall Association
members will continue their discussion about Kids and Friends Weekend on Thursday.
The RHA will meet at 5 p.m.
Thursday in McKinney Hall.
Kids and Friends Weekend scheduled for Feb. 22 to Feb. 24 for children of the Eastern and Charleston
community and their families.
Amanda Krch, the RHA’s vice
president, said this year’s theme is
“Color the World of Eastern” which
will have a focus on coloring activities.

“This year we are trying to get
other organizations included in this
to come in and help with programs,”
Krch said.
Some of the examples of programs
the halls’ activities include making
play dough and a program with the
yellow brick road from the Wizard
of Oz.
The RHA Secretary Dawn Howe
said some residences halls still have
to create their programs.
“There are only four or five halls
signed up and we have only one participant, so spreading the word to
get more participation,” Howe said.
Krch said in past years they have
done common topics like Nickelode-

Make your

More PerwoithfithteaDbENle
Advertis

on and Disney Channel, but wanted
to do something new this semester.
“It gets old after a while, and nobody wants to keep coming to something that is the same thing planned
over and over again,” Krch said. “We
thought this was different and would
force halls to be more creative.”
The RHA members will talk
about their participation in the upcoming Illinois Resident Hall Association conference that is scheduled
for Feb. 8.
Calla Summers, the National/Illinois Communication Coordinator, said the RHA is bidding on five
awards.
The RHA will also talk more

about a contest that the University
Housing and Dining Services Office
is having among the on--campus residents.
Jeremy Alexander, the associate
director for University Court, said
students can post a picture of their
room through the “Love Your Room:
Residence Hall Room Decorating
Contest” app on the EIU Housing
Facebook.
Alexander said students can vote
once a day for their favorite room
and at the end of January, one room
from each hall will be selected to go
to the final round.
The winner will be announced on
Valentine’s Day.

Howe said members of RHA will
also break out into their committees
to discuss different programs they
will have this semester.
The programming committee will
work on Kids and Friends Weekend,
community service committee and
community development committee
will work together for Spring Fling,
and social justice and diversity committee will discuss Social Justice and
Diversity Week, Howe said.

Samantha McDaniel can
be reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.
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Help wanted

Help Wanted - Part time receptionist
Mattoon Academy of Gymnastics and
Dance. After School Hours. Good people skills and basic computer knowledge. Must be able to work in a busy
environment with children. 235-1080.
__________________________1/18
Earn Extra Cash Help promote our New
Mobile app and Earn Big!
www.iLAMobile.com 217-253-8922
__________________________1/18
Bartending! $250/day potential. No
experience necessary. Training available. 800-965-6520 ext 239.
__________________________4/29

Sublessors

Sublease 1 bedroom in 5 bedroom - 2 bath house close to
campus until August 2013.
$325/month plus utilities.
Call 348-6011
___________________ 1/15
AVAILABLE NOW- Duplex on
corner of 11th and Cleveland
217-232-9595 or
EIUStudentRentals.com
___________________ 1/22

For rent
House with 5 bedroom 2 bath 2 kitchen available Fall 2013 - Great location!
Corrie Rental on Facebook
__________________________1/15
HOUSES-GREAT LOCATIONS & PRICES!
Include washers/dryers/dishwashers,
trash. 7, 5, 4, 3, 2 Bedrooms. 345-6967.
__________________________1/17
Oh GIRLS THIS ONE'S FOR YOU!!!
1060 2ND 6BD 2/BA HOUSE, TV INCL,
FURNISHED $435P/P 345.6210
EIPROPS.COM.
__________________________1/17
2,3,4,5,6 APT/HOUSES CLOSE TO
LANTZ, W/D, FURNISHED, ALL INCLUSIVE. 345-6210 EIPROPS.COM.
__________________________1/17
3 BD/2 BA 2403 8TH, FURNISHED,
ONLY 7 UNITS LEFT, ALL INCL $450 PP
345-6210 EIPROPS.COM.
__________________________1/17
3 or 4 bedroom apartments half a
block from campus. Available now!
Lease negotiable 345-6967
__________________________1/17
Beautiful 1 and 2 bedroom penthouse
apts. Available for next school year.
Huge bedrooms, walk-in closets,
central A/C, fitness center, sun-deck,
too much to list, non-smokers only
815-600-3129 (leave message or text).
__________________________1/18
3 bedroom homes $300/person,
close to campus. Trash & yard service
included. No pets. 217-345-5037.
__________________________1/18
6 bedroom, 2 bath home close to campus. $250.00/person. 217-345-5037.
__________________________1/18
5 bedroom, 2 bath homes. No pets.
217-345-5037.
__________________________1/18
2,3,4,5 Bedroom Units available for Fall
2013 Great Places, Prices, and Locations all within 3 Blocks to campus!
217-345-6100 www.jensenrentals.com
___________________________2/1
www.eiuliving.com
__________________________1/16
1-4 bedroom homes available. Call
or text 345-4001 www.eiuliving.com
__________________________1/17
Large 1 bedroom apartment with
walk-in closet available now! Newly remodeled - lease negotiable 345-6967
__________________________1/17
Fall 2013 4 bedroom house 2 blocks
from campus. 2 full baths, W/D,
dishwasher. Call or text (217)276-7003.
__________________________1/18
7 bedroom, 2 bath home close to campus. 217-345-5037.
__________________________1/18

For rent
Available January 1st. 1 BR Apts. Water
& Trash included. Off-Street Parking.
$390/MO. BuchananSt.com or call
345-1266.
__________________________1/18
1021 9th Beautiful Spacious 4/5 bdrm
2.5 bath. Great Location. Finished
Basement. www.eiprops.com
217-273-8818
__________________________1/18
Close to campus. 4 BR, Central Air,
W/D. Trash Paid. 345-7244. 649-0651.
__________________________1/18
Available June 2013. Nice one bedroom apartment. Good parking.
Pet friendly. Call Todd (217) 840-6427.
__________________________1/18
Available January 2013. Nice one bedroom apartment. Good parking.
Pet friendly. Call Todd (217) 840-6427.
__________________________1/18
Available January 2013 one bedroom apt. Great location.
www.ppwrentals.com
217/348-8249.
__________________________1/18
VILLAGE RENTALS Affordable Student Housing for 2013-2014 Leasing
3 BR houses, 1 & 2 BR apartments.
Close to Campus, Laundry Facilities,
Pet Friendly. Call 217-345-2516 for
sign-up specials.
__________________________1/22
Now renting for Fall 2013. 6 bedroom
house, 4 bedroom house and 1 bedroom apartment. Walking distance to
campus. Call 345-2467.
__________________________1/23
3, 4 and 6 Bedroom Houses Available
for school year 2013-2014 Close to
campus, sign a lease before January
31 and receive $50 off last month's
rent!! Call Cathy at 217-254-1311 or
email dcburge@gmail.com for more
info!!
__________________________1/23
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
__________________________1/24
3 bedroom units available - very nice,
very clean 735 Buchanan Street.
All appliances included fair price,
close to campus 217-962-0790.
__________________________1/24
4 BR 2 BA house 3-4 students. W/D,
C/A, large private yard, off street parking. 1526 3rd St. $325/month per student 217-549-5402
__________________________1/25
Large 3 BR 1 1/2 BA house. W/D, high
eff. water heater/furnace, C/A, large
open porch, large patio. 307 Polk.
$300/month per student
217-549-5402
__________________________1/25
3 BR Townhouse nearly new construction. Call 630-505-8374. Must see 9th &
Buchanan.
__________________________1/25
4, 5 and 6 BR houses on 11th St. all have W/D, dishwasher, A/C Efficient
and affordable.
EIUStudentRentals.com 217-232-9595.
__________________________1/25
EIUStudentRentals.com
217-232-9595
__________________________1/28
Fall 2013 1 & 2 bedroom apartments
available east of campus. NO PETS!
217-345-5832 or RCRRentals.com
__________________________1/28
5 and 6 bedroom houses for rent.
2 blocks off campus on 7th Street efficiency available some utilities paid
217-728-8709.
__________________________1/31
4 BR, 2 BA DUPLEX, 1520 9th ST,
STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE,
DISHWASHER, WASHER/DRYER,
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________1/31
2 BR APTS 955 4th ST, STOVE, FRIG,
MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER,
GARAGE, WATER & TRASH PD.
217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________1/31

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2013
For rent
AVAILABLE NOW: 1 BR APTS. QUIET
LOCATIONS STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER, WASHER/
DRYER, TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________1/31
2 BR APTS 2001 S 12th & 1305 18TH
ST STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE,
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________1/31
DELUXE 1 BR APTS 117 W POLK &
905 A ST, 1306& 1308 ARTHUR AVE,
STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE,
DISHWASHER, WASHER/DRYER,
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________1/31
AVAILABLE NOW: NEWLY REMODELED 2 BR APTS, STOVE, FRIG,
MICROWAVE, 2001 S 12th ST,
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________1/31
5 Bedroom House Available
Fall 2013 at 1434 9th St. Great Location! Schedule your showing today!
www.unique-properties.net
345-5022
__________________________1/31
Newly remodeled 2 bedroom, 2 bath,
across from Rec Dept., at 111 Grant.
Includes cable, internet, trash, and
parking. $430. Call 217-345-3353,
grantviewapts.com. $100 sign-on bonus or $100 referral bonus for referring
a signed renter.
__________________________1/31
Fall 2013: 2 BR 2 BA Apts w/ SPACIOUS
Floor plan, Walk-in Closets, W/D,
Vaulted Ceilings, Balconies, Free Cable
& Wireless Internet, Free tanning.
217-345-5515 melroseonfourth.com
__________________________1/31
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor,
over 20 years experience.
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
__________________________1/31
VERY NICE 4 BEDROOM HOUSE ON
12TH STREET CAMPUS SIDE. AWESOME
LOCATION. LARGER BEDROOMS, A/C,
WASHER/DRYER, DISHWASHER, LAWN
SERVICE INCLUDED. (217) 549-9348.
__________________________1/31
2151 11th St.: 3 BR duplex, 1 1/2 bath,
spacious backyard. Rent includes fully
furnished unit with trash, parking,
cable, and internet. 217-345-3353.
__________________________1/31
2151 11th St.: 4 BR duplex, 2 1/2 bath,
spacious backyard. Rent includes fully
furnished unit with trash, parking,
cable, and internet. 217-345-3353.
__________________________1/31
www.EIUStudentRentals.com
__________________________1/31
(AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY) - 3 bedroom apartment 1205 Grant. (FALL
2013) - 2,3 bedrooms 1812 9th and
two 3 bedroom apts. 1205/1207 Grant.
sammyrentals.com
217-348-0673/217-549-4011.
__________________________1/31
LEASING NOW FOR FALL 2013!
GREAT LOCATIONS, BEAUTIFULLY
REMODELED APARTMENTS.
1,2,3,4 & 5 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE.
DON'T MISS OUT! RESERVE YOUR
APARTMENT TODAY!
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET.
345-5022
__________________________1/31
SOUTH CAMPUS SUITS 2 BEDROOM
TOWNHOUSES OR 2 BEDROOM 2
BATH APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR
FALL 2013! NEWLY CONSTRUCTED!
BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED! WATER
AND TRASH INCLUDED! FREE TANNING, FITNESS & LAUNDRY. PET
FRIENDLY! CLOSE TO CAMPUS WITH
RENTAL RATES YOU CAN AFFORD.
CALL NOW FOR YOUR SHOWING!
345-5022 www.unique-properties.net
__________________________1/31

For rent

For rent

1701 & 1703 11th St. 3 & 4 bedroom
remodeled duplex. Fully furnished,
spacious bedrooms, nice size yard!
Close to campus! Call today to set up
your showing. 345-5022 www.
unique-properties.net
__________________________1/31
LARGE 3 BEDROOM FURNISHED
APARTMENT FOR 2013-14 SCHOOL
YEAR JUST $175 PER STUDENT.
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________2/1
3 & 4 BD, 2 BATH FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED CLEAN, SAFE, AND WELL
MAINTAINED! 1140 EDGAR DR. GREAT
RATES! WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM
217-345-6100
___________________________2/1
5 BEDROOM. 5 BATH NEW FURNITURE,
3 BLKS TO CAMPUS
WWW.JENSENRENTALS.COM
217-345-6100
___________________________2/1
BRAND NEW FURNISHED 4 BD, 3 BATH
1609 11TH
WWW.JENSENRENTALS.COM
217-345-6100
___________________________2/1
WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM
___________________________2/1
VERY NICE 6 BEDROOM, 2 BATH
HOUSE. ACROSS THE STREET FROM
O'BRIEN STADIUM WITH LARGE PRIVATE BACKYARD myeiuhome.com
217-493-7559
__________________________2/28
4 houses close to campus 3 -2 bedroom $300 each 1 -3 bedroom $230
each 10 month lease call 217-549-7031
___________________________2/1
$175 PER STUDENT FOR A 3 BEDROOM
FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 2013-14
SCHOOL YEAR, 10 MONTH LEASE,
NO PETS. CALL 345-3664.
___________________________2/1
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES
For 3-5 persons, unbeatable floor plan,
3 & 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck,
central air, washer, dryer, dishwasher.
Free trash and parking, low utility bills,
local responsive landlord. Starting @
$210/person. Available Fall 2012,
Lease length negotiable.
217-246-3038.
___________________________2/1

For rent

Now leasing 1, 2, 3, & 4 bedroom houses. Enjoy FREE tanning beds, a fitness
center and game room, fully furnished
duplexes and homes with up to 1600
sq. ft. Our residents love the full size
washer and dryer, dishwasher, and
queen beds that each home comes
with. We offer roommate matching
and a shuttle service to campus. PETS
WELCOME! Call us today at 345-1400
or visit our website at
www.universityvillagehousing.com.
___________________________2/4
Right behind McHugh's. Very nice 2
and 3 bedroom, 2 bath apartments.
Cable and Internet included.
(217) 493-7559 myeiuhome.com
__________________________2/28
Available for 2013-2014 school year
one, two and three bedroom apartments and four bedroom houses. Fully
furnished living room and bedrooms.
Mix of ceramic, hardwood and laminate flooring, washer/dryer.
Lincoln Street location near family video.
For additional information and a tour
call 217-508-6757.
___________________________2/6
5 & 6 bedroom houses for Fall.
Good locations, nice units, A/C,
locally owned and managed. No pets.
345-7286 www.jwilliamsrentals.com
___________________________2/8
1 & 2 bedroom apts. for Fall. Good locations, all electric, A/C, trash pick-up &
parking included. Locally owned and
managed. No pets. 345-7286
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
___________________________2/8
4 BR, 2 BA, W/D, large backyard, 2
blocks from campus, 1210 Division.
$250/person. Call Pud, 345-5555.
___________________________2/8
www.chucktownrentals.com
__________________________2/14
1, 2, 3 bedrooms close to campus
217-345-6533
__________________________2/22
5 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 2 half baths,
washer/dryer, $350 per month per student - 1025 4th Street 618-670-4442
__________________________2/22

Fall 2013, very nice 2, 3, 6 bedroom
houses, townhouses, and apts available. All excellent locations!
217-493-7559 or myeiuhome.com
__________________________2/28
large 2 bedroom apartment all inclusive fully furnished pet friendly call or
text 217-254-8458
___________________________3/8
Close to campus 1 bedroom fully furnished all inclusive pet friendly call or
text 217-254-8458
___________________________3/8
NEW STUDIO AND 1 BEDROOM
APTS.-Available August 2013. W/D,
dishwasher, central heat A/C.
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________3/8
4 BD, 2 BATH NEW HOUSE 1720 12TH
WWW.JENSENRENTALS.COM
217-345-6100
___________________________2/1
Available August 2013-ONE BLOCK
NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON 6th
STREET. 1 and 3 bedroom apt. www.
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________3/8
Now leasing for August 2013- 3 BEDROOM HOUSES ONE BLOCK NORTH
OF OLD MAIN ON 6th STREET. www.
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249.
___________________________3/8
NEW 2-BEDROOM APTS ON 9TH
STREET ACROSS FROM BUZZARD
available Aug 2013
Hurry before they're gone!!
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________3/8
3 bedroom townhouse close to campus. $275/month/person includes
W/D, dishwasher, trash. 708-254-0455.
___________________________3/8
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT $270 EACH WATER AND TRASH INCLUDED.
FURNISHED OR NON FURNISHED NEXT
TO CITY PARK AT 1111 2ND STREET
217-549-1957
__________________________3/29
4 BEDROOM HOUSE & TOWNHOUSE
AVAILABLE WITH LARGE YARD NEXT
TO CITY PARK $250 EACH
217-549-1957
__________________________3/29
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 “Now I
understand”
6 Congressional
proceedings airer
11 Much-studied
flavor enhancer
14 Wilt
15 Foodie’s words
for subtle flavoring
16 Pint filler
17 Deal with, as a
stack of dull
paperwork
19 Rocky
prominence
20 One may be
rolled up
21 Galsworthy’s
“The Forsyte __”
22 One of a chair
pair
24 Investor’s initial
support
28 Very
disagreeable
30 Singer Björk’s
birthplace
31 Cosby’s “I Spy”
co-star
32 Tour de France
stage
33 Create an
incriminating trail
39 Bring up
40 Simple beds
42 Montana neighbor
45 Defining quality
48 How long to shop,
on a spree?
50 AM frequency
meas.
51 Bidding site
52 Screwball
behavior
54 Kitty’s love in
“Exodus”
55 Autumn lunar
phenomenon
60 Checker on a
board, say
61 French clerics
62 Duck
63 Tallahassee-toTampa dir.
64 Bank job
65 Flighty
DOWN
1 National econ.
yardstick
2 Fla. NBA team
3 Like overly tight
clothing

1/16/13

By Jean O’Conor

4 Cry of pain
5 H.S. exam for
college credit
6 “Wayne’s World”
co-star
7 Did a smith’s
work
8 More, musically
9 Filmmaker Lee
10 Math degree
11 “Hakuna __”: “The
Lion King” song
12 Maxwell House’s
“Good to the last
drop,” e.g.
13 Spiro’s
successor
18 Obedience
school command
21 “Shh!”
22 Preschool song
opener
23 Enlist again
25 Bank lead-in
26 Military sch.
27 Animated Le Pew
29 In an economical
manner
32 Celebration
before the
celebration?
34 Not (a one)
35 Jackson 5 brother
36 Rebekah’s eldest
37 Goes kaput

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved

(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

38 Make an
engraving
41 “__ who?”
42 First-stringers
43 Some October
babies
44 He replaced Ken
as Barbie’s beau
from 2004 to
2006
45 Actor Borgnine
46 They’re often
stewed

1/16/13

47 Was nasty to
49 Barry and
Brubeck
53 Mid 10th-century
year
55 “A likely story!”
56 16th prez
57 Slugger’s
stat
58 Gorges oneself
(on)
59 Napoleonic
marshal
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL | OVER VIE W

Fresh legs win game;
seniors look ahead
By Alex McNamee
Staff Reporter

Points race
Nixon’s 23 points against Tennessee Tech could help catapult her in
her late-season race to surpass former Panther Rachel Galligan for
most points all time.
Nixon needs 226 points in the final 12-plus games, depending on
how many the Panthers play in the
Ohio Valley Conference Tournament in March.
Assuming they’ll play at least one
tournament game, Nixon will have
to average 17.3 points per game in
the 13 games.

Senior guard Ta’Kenya Nixon drives full speed towards the basket on Monday against Tennessee Tech.

The Eastern women’s basketball
team didn’t have to play anybody
on its roster more than 24 minutes
Saturday against Jacksonville State.
G o i n g i n t o Mo n d a y’s g a m e
against Tennessee Tech, head coach
Lee Buchanan said he thought the
rest the players got against Jacksonville State could help them against
Tech.
After the game, he thought it
did.
He said his team was really focused and ready to play Monday
night.
Senior guard Ta’Kenya Nixon
said it might have been a factor in
the game, which Eastern won by 10
points.
“Maybe it had something to do
with our fresh legs,” Nixon said.
But Buchanan said the team was
so focused going into the game,
knowing that Tech was one of the
best teams in the Ohio Valley Conference.
“There was a refuse-to-lose look
in their eyes,” Buchanan said.
The Panthers won, 89-79, and
moved into first place overall in the
OVC.

SOFTBALL | COACH

VIE WS | WOMEN’S BASKE TBALL

JACOB SALMICH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

nessee Tech. Senior forward Sydney
Mitchell has 906 points in her career.
OVC glance
Eastern and Belmont are the leaders of their respective divisions in the
OVC.
Eastern leads the West Division with
a 4-1 OVC record.
Southeast Missouri is second in the
West with a 2-2 OVC record.
Belmont took over first place from
Tennessee Tech in the East Division, after Tech lost to Eastern Monday night.

“Maybe it had something to do with our fresh legs.”
-Ta’Kenya Nixon, senior guard
This may not be too far of a
stretch now that the Panthers are in
OVC play.
Last season, she averaged 17.29
points per game in conference
games.
Meanwhile, two other seniors are
trying to reach 1,000 points in their
careers.
Senior guard Kelsey Wyss is
sitting at 838 points after her
17-point performance against Ten-

Belmont has a 5-1 record in the
OVC, while Tech has a 4-1 record.
Belmont joined the OVC this season.
Eastern Kentucky is third in the
East Division with a 3-1 record.
The Panthers have the best overall record, though, in the OVC at
10-7.
Alex McNamee can be reached
at 581-2812 or admcnamee@eiu.

Softball adds coach Panthers show promise behind
Carmack named
new coach to
2013 staff
By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor
The Eastern softball team announced the addition of new graduate assistant coach Brie Carmack
to the 2013 Panther staff.
Carmack previously worked at
her alma mater Jacksonville University as a student assistant coach,
for the past couple of seasons.
The Jacksonville alumna will
mainly work with the Panther defense; organize community service
events and scouting reporting.
“We are excited to have Brie join
our coaching staff,” head coach
Kim Schuette said in a press release. “She’s eager to learn and to
impress us. We value loyalty, communication skills and good work
ethic, and we think we have found
it in Brie.”
Carmack experienced a success-

ful 2011 season as a student assistant at Jacksonville University, as
the Dolphins finished the season
on a 15-game winning streak.
Jacksonville won both the Atlantic Sun regular season and tournament titles that same year.
The new graduate assistant will
also work with the hitters, sports
camps and general day-to-day office work.
Prior to Jacksonville University, Carmack was three-year starter
at Florence Christian High School
in Florence, S.C. under coach John
Brown.
During her time at Florence
Christian Carmack helped the Eagles win consecutive state championships during her sophomore and
junior seasons.
She also nabbed first-team allstate and all-region honors as a senior.
The Michigan native earned her
bachelor’s in exercise science while
putting together two successful seasons a Jacksonville University.
Aldo Soto can be reached
at 581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu

offense, inside Lantz Arena

The Eastern women’s basketball
team seems unstoppable at home.
The Panthers lost their seasonopener against Bradley back in November but since they have won six
consecutive home games, including their latest victory against previous East Division leading Tennessee
Tech on Monday.
Standing atop of the West Division in the Ohio Valley Conference,
Eastern sports the third highest scoring offense in the conference, averaging 67.2 points per game.
That average increases to 75.9
points per game at home.
There is no doubt the team is
good even with a new coach in Lee
Buchanan, having your leading scorer back on the team makes the transition easier.
About a week ago I said senior
guard Ta’Kenya Nixon would eventually fall short of breaking the
school record for scoring, needing
257 points in the last 14 games to
topple the record, but after the last
game I might have to reconsider.

Aldo Soto
The Indiana native led the Panthers with 23 points against Tennessee Tech, which raised her season average to 13.2 points per game.
At the very least Nixon will flirt
with the record, but with 12 games
remaining and only two games
against the worst scoring defense in
Austin Peay and six against the top
five defensive teams in the OVC the
record book will be unchanged.
Now, even though an individual accomplishment may fall short
does not mean the team will falter
as well.
A year ago the women’s team lost
in the semifinals of the OVC Tournament to Tennessee Tech in over-

time after a valiant comeback, where
the Panthers erased a 12-point
Golden Eagles halftime lead.
As they did a year ago when they
ended the regular season with a 12-1
home record, the Panthers are having little trouble racking up wins
at home this year and with their
10-point victory over the Golden
Eagles, confidence must be growing.
Was it a statement game against
Tennessee Tech?
You can make it out as whatever you want, but I certainly think it
was a confidence builder.
The wins will continue to come
this year but all that matters is how
Eastern will perform in March.
With Eastern ranked as the ninth
best defensive team in the OVC it
is safe to say the offense will have to
carry the brunt of the responsibility for the rest of the season, but of
course the defense has to improve.
Aldo Soto can
be reached at 581-2812
or asoto2@eiu.edu.

YOU WILL NOW ADVERTISE IN THE DEN

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: RT KingMoe_92: S/O to @DEN_Sports had me getting tired doin’ all those dunks for the paper lol.

S ports

Sports Editor
Anthony Catezone
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DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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“I WATCHED MY MOM STRUGGLE
FOR ME & BROTHERS”

Woods channels upbringing to achieve on-court success
By Anthony Catezone
Sports Editor

F

or countless years, mother Tracey Page would tirelessly
work two jobs from 1 p.m. to 1 a.m. daily as a beautician
and a saleswoman at JC Penney to provide for her four sons.
Page was able to give her sons the necessities in life, and her
work ethic motivated them in every possible way.
That is why her oldest son, Morris Woods, Eastern junior guard,
is the way he is today.
“I watched my mom struggle for me and my brothers for so long,
so I get my work ethic from her,” Woods said. “I saw my mom
working so hard, and if she could do I could do it too.”
On the Eastern men’s basketball team he has been subject to an
extreme role change this season – playing seven minutes per game
last season, to 22 minutes per game this season.
But before he was a key piece in Eastern’s new era of basketball,
he endured his share of struggles growing up on the south side of
Chicago.
Growing up Woods said he never considered himself poor, but he
did realize that his brothers and he were not able to have the luxuries that some of their peers had.
He remembers asking for a pair of Air Jordan’s for Christmas one
year as a child.
Instead he found a pair of Reeboks from Payless Shoe Source under the tree that morning.
What once left a young Woods feeling disappointed, eventually
cultivated into an appreciation for all he has been blessed with in
his life.
“I am not complaining,” he said. “I am more humble because of
my upbringing. I am able to appreciate what I have now. My mom
did everything she could to help me succeed now.”
The success Woods is referring to is that in his 2012-13 season.
In a basketball season that has been deemed a new era, Woods’
role might have gone through the most drastic identity change on
the roster.
Aside from his minutes being more than tripled, halfway through
this season, Woods has already attempted four times as many
shots as all of last season.
He has already had almost four times as many rebounds than all
of last season, and more than four times as many assists as last
season.
“I try to lead by example,” he said. “I’m not a vocal guy. I don’t
think it’s a good approach to try and boss (teammates) around. If
they see me working hard, they will work hard.”
Though this was not an overnight process for Woods.
He spent endless hours training – lifting in the gym, perfecting
his free throw shot, improving the technique in his jump shots and
even ball handling drills.
Despite seeing limited time last season and needing to put the
work in for the new transition, Woods said he is used to his new
role, as he was the focal point of both his high school, Argo High
School, and his junior college, Moraine Valley Community College.
Woods’ patience and composure is what allowed him reach what
he has been dreaming of for so long. It was a long time coming, but
he has finally reached his goal.
And now that he is on the starting roster of an NCAA team, he is
not letting this opportunity pass him by.
“I have been visualizing this moment since I was about five years
old,” Woods said. “I have been ready for this moment. Spoonhour
told me to step up, so that’s what I did for our team.”
Woods is not a selfish player.
Not in the slightest. In fact, he would never say it, but he scored
his career-high 25 points in a conference loss to Tennessee Tech
Jan. 10 at home.
All Woods would say is that the Panthers loss – something that
does not go over well in his book.
For now, Woods’ greatest moment is his career-high of 25 points,
but he has much bigger sights set: an Ohio Valley Conference Tournament berth this season.
Anthony Catezone can
be reached at 581-2812
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.
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Junior guard Morris Woods scored 25 points Jan. 10 against Tennessee Tech.
Woods is averaging 8.7 points per game while shooting 46.7 precent from
the field.

